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Emergency Coordinator for 


Renfrew County East:


Wayne Greenough  VE3JSQ


greenough@renc.igs.net








Acting Emergency Coordinator for Renfrew County West:


Bob Howard  VE3YX


ve3yx@rac.ca





District Emergency Coordinator:


Michael Hickey   VE3IPC


613-679-4474   ve3ipc@aol.com





Renfrew County ARES Website:


http://www.technifest.com/~rcares/





ARES Ontario Website:


http://www.racaresontario.ca














Renfrew County


ARES Group
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The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) consists of organized groups of volunteer federally licensed radio operators who enjoy conducting both local and long distance radio communications using various voice and digital modes.   





ARES’ mandate is to provide trained operators who offer communications assistance in a declared state of emergency when called upon by local governments or agencies.





The Renfrew County ARES group is part of the Ottawa ARES District, which includes the Cities of Ottawa and Cornwall; the Counties of Renfrew (East and West), Prescott-Russell, and Stormont Dundas & Glengarry.  (Same as the Ottawa EMO sector.)  Each of the 6 areas in the District has an ARES group and a coordinator.





 In Ontario, each ARES District is part of the ARES Ontario structure, which is under the Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) field service Canada wide.  ARES groups exist across Canada and the US.











Here, at the EOC in Pt. Alexander, both packet radio and voice are being used during a Nuclear Emergency exercise.








Amateurs providing communications for the OPP during the Feb 05 search in Petawawa.





- With your help we can do better -


The PR-ARES group has been in existence for six months prior to the worrisome days of Y2K.  The need for an emergency communications support group in our region was clearly realized during Ice Storm 1998.





Its is true that for the most part, Amateur Radio is somewhat of a mystery to most of the residents in the region.  As well, Amateur Radio activities and capabilities are also a mystery to Municipal Officials and emergency responders in general.





In today’s world of cell phones and the internet the delicately balanced infrastructure can be easily overloaded in an emergency.  Two-way radio on the other hand does not require the marvels of a widespread telephone or electric grid system to operate. Sending and receiving emergency messages locally or abroad, only requires dedicated volunteers, privately owned amateur radio equipment, emergency power, and antenna setup at strategic locations within the region.





Ideally, by having Municipal Officials, Emergency Responders, and concerned members of the public in Prescott-Russell come together in co-operation; we can then all benefit from reduced loss of life and valuable resources in times of emergency or disaster, when a reliable amateur radio emergency communication infrastructure is put into place.  Our organization is a small and energetic group of dedicated Amateur volunteers who, with your provision of a simple low cost communications infrastructure, can provide reliable amateur radio emergency communications for use in times of emergency or disaster.�


Amateur Radio is uniquely qualified to connect together several regional geographical points in distress, by setting up a communications network and putting our trained communication skills to work.  





Due to its flexibility Amateur Radio is known as the only fail-safe communication system in the world. It can assist and alleviate the very limited emergency responders frequencies and stressed telephone system in times of emergency.                       Michael Hickey Feb.2003  
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