
WHAT DOES A.R.E.S. DO?





Operators with the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) have volunteered their services and equipment providing emergency communications in times of need.  





Such as when: 





-- the city of Houston, Texas was flooded in 2001, knocking out telephone service and emergency power.


-- the ice storm of 1998 blacked out parts of Quebec and Ontario.


-- tornadoes struck Edmonton in 1987, overloading the telephone lines.


-- the threat of Y2K loomed.


-- th,,terrorists toppled the WTC, N.Y., towers causing an unprecedented disaster in peace time and the loss of most major area networks and emergencies responder's communication


-- Amateurs in Moncton, N.B. provided 


   communication support for the Red Cross to 


   assist more that 2,000 diverted passengers.


 on September 11 2001.


  --  - on September 11-2001, Amateurs in Moncton NB provided communication support for the Red Cross to assist more than 2,000 diverted passengers.


   


As an Amateur Radio Operator, every ARES member is licensed by Industry Canada to own, maintain and operate private radio equipment.  


Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) Services








What we can do for large local community events:


In large local community events that require radio communications for safety and security, ARES is well suited as these events require the same type of controlled communications network as is needed in times of emergency.  This serves as training for the groups to sharpen their emergency communications skills, procedures and protocols.  As an auxiliary volunteer communications group their only wish is to help out their local community in times of need.





ARES for local Government and & agencies:


 


- ARES groups  focustailor on their Operation pPlannings to the needs of the local community,. and on being well trained, tThey continue to develop their Amateur Radio resources to initiate and sustain a flexible  “amateur radio emergency communications network” for times of emergency.  Once an ARES emergency radio network is established, the auxiliary communication groupoperators wouldcan pass on local or distant vital radio messages originating from local or distant officials within the local region as and when necessary, over Amateur (Ham) radio frequencies.  CFor example, communication could be provided in support of emergency shelters, for example, transmitting health and welfare information, supply requests, and Search and Reply for families trying to locate relatives.  With available resources, the established ARES emergency radio network wouldcan include the involved Municipal / and County EOCs (Emergency Operation Centers) and tie-in say, the Road Works/Repairs Departments, Fire Stations, OPP stations, Ambulance Stations, Utilities, emergency shelters and even Hospitals, as determined by the local CEMC.





A District Wide Mutual Aid program is being developed  todeveloped to enable ARES groups to call upon each other when there exists a long or severe emergency that exceeds the local ARES group’s capabilities.





- Of course all this only works best when pre-planning and agreements with local governments are in place before disaster strikes.  Make your local ARES group part of your local emergency plan, and they will be glad to engage the process with you.  Support and encourage your local ARES group, and they will do everything they can to be ready to respond and engage their Emergency Operation Plan when called upon.











- Further discussions are needed with local officials so that pre-planning and letters of understanding can be put in place to help define the role of ARES within your area of jurisdiction.


ARES can provide stable communications locally, across the province and around the world as needed. ARES utilizes the province-wide network of amateur radio repeater stations, and the amateur-run National Traffic System (NTS), to send emergency messages outside the region. ARES and NTS are part of the RAC Field Services Organization of Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC).











ARES for community events:





 ARES is willing to assist at community events that require radio communications for safety and security, such as Paddlequest and the Silver Spoon ski race. ARES is well suited to assist these events as they require the same type of controlled communications network as is needed in times of emergency.  ARES welcomes this involvement ast it serves as training for the groups to sharpen their emergency communications skills, procedures and protocols. 





Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)





- Working on developing a District wide Mutual Aid capability program so that ARES groups will be able to call upon each other when there exists, say a long or severe emergency. 





Why this serviceARES is needed in your region:





In these modern timesWith the availability of cellular  phones and the Internet, we take instant communications for granted.  During times of emergency, these communication infrastructures can become overloaded and impede normal communication disrupteds capability.  When these technologies fail, things fail, all emergencies can be are then managed and monitored  solely by the use of two-way radio communications. to manage resources to help save lives and property in a timely manner.  More frequencies are then required.





Why ARES groups offers their emergency service:





We offer our (ARES) Amateur Radio Emergency Service voluntarily as a public service because we care and want to help our local communities in times of need, and also because we know that no one else can provide this type of auxiliary emergency communications service.  Our purpose aimis is to in usinge our unique hobby to help save lives and property during times of emergency





The hobby side:





Amateur Radio is the hobby of "wireless communications" of all types.  In fact, Radio Amateurs (Hams) have been pioneers of wireless communications for a Century now through ongoing experimentations and innovations, which are encouraged by Industry Canada.





ARES is not all work or training related


In fact Amateur Radio operators spend most of their time enjoying and exploring their vast hobby a great deal and they can experience so many different types of radio communication modes and capabilities, it would make your head spin.  You would have to come to an "Amateur Radio presentation for the public” session to come to grasp of the astounding world of Amateur Radio communication in the 21st Century.  Contact your local ARES coordinator for more details.





Why Radio Amateurs are NOT paid:





Government regulations state that Amateurs shall not be paid for their radio service and experience.  Amateurs are required to earn their technical proficiency certificate through examinations regulated by Industry Canada. Industry Canada refers to our radio service as "The Amateur Radio Service", to separate it from "The Broadcasting Radio Service", or "The Commercial Radio Service".  





Michael Hickey VE3IPC (May 2005) Revised Jan-2006Municipalities and Emergency Agencies within Prescott-Russell





As a volunteer group, ARES is part of the Emergency Technical Support Group, as identified in the United Counties of Prescott- and Russell Emergency Plan for which ARES is the official Amateur Radio emergency communications provider.








Make ARES a part of your Emergency Plan





When a disaster happens, ARES provides radio equipment and trained operators.  We are motivated by our desire to help our community in times of need.  ARES does not use or "take over" Agency communications systems.  We offer supplemental communications using privately owned equipment on Industry Canada allocated frequencies.  As an example, ARES would set up a temporary station at an emergency shelter, to handle health and welfare inquiries.





By pre-planning the requirement for emergency communications  AREScommunications ARES can assess communications requirements and implement, with available resources, a communications network to handle emergency messages.








Presently, ARES provides official communications for the Canadian Red Cross.  Emergency Measures Ontario and the Ontario Provincial Police maintain amateur radio stations for emergency use.   The UCPR EOC maintains an amateur radio station in L’Orignal for emergency use. Presently, ARES provides official communications for the Canadian Red Cross.  ARES encourages all municipalities to maintain an amateur radio station at the Municipal EOC and at Emergency Agency Operation Center for emergency use.





Amateurs support Environment Canada and the CANWARN severe weather-spotting network by providing a reliable reporting network.  Your local contact is the ARES Emergency Coordinator (EC).





Amateur Radio is uniquely qualified to connect together several regional geographical points in need, set up a communications network and apply our trained communication skills.





Your local ARES EC will be happy to meet with you to explain Amateur Radio Emergency Service and discuss your emergency communication needs for times of emergency or disaster.





There are 60 ARES ECs throughout Ontario.











ARES in Action





ARES provided communications for:


 


-- Katrina and other hurricanes in the Southern US brought Amateurs from all over the US to provide, sometimes, the only communications to stricken areas.





-- Peterborough in 2004 experienced a major flood devastating the region for many months and Radio Amateurs supported the Red Cross operations and other operations requiring radio communications until the end of the declared state of emergency.  Report available.





-- Widespread forest fires of 2002, 2003, 2004. Amateur Radio operators came to the rescue.





-- The power blackout of 2003, Amateur Radio operators were ready and assisted when called upon.





-- On September 11th, 2001, terrorists toppled the N.Y. WTC towers, causing the loss of most major area emergency responders radio communications networks. Amateur Radio operators provided their emergency communications servicecame to the rescue for rescuers logistics..





-- On September 11th 2001, Amateurs Radio operators in Moncton, N.B. provided communications support for the Red Cross to assist the thousands of diverted passengers.





-- Ice Storm of 1998 blacked out parts of Quebec and Ontario; Amateur Radio operators were invaluable in many regions.





-- After the 1997 Swissair crash at Peggy's Cove, Amateurs provided invaluable communications support.help.














Radio Amateurs are NOT paid because:





Professionals such as radio broadcasters, radio dispatchers, the Military and the like are paid, but Amateurs are not paid for their radio service and experience as stated by the Radio ACT of Canada.  Radio Amateurs are required to become experts in radio communication by first successfully earning their technical proficiency certificate through examinations regulated by Industry Canada...something to think about and remember when you hear the term “Amateur Radio”.  Industry Canada refers to our radio service as "The Amateur Radio Service", to separate it from "The Broadcasting Radio Service", or "The Commercial Radio Service".  





Calling on the Amateur Radio community


All qualified Amateur Radio operators in the Ottawa ARES District are requested to register their station and expertise and to receive training with their local ARES Group.  They need to increase their ranks and capabilities to better help their local communities in times of need.  Your help could be most invaluable!  To register, please contact your local ARES Emergency Co-coordinator.





What we need from the public


If you are interested in becoming an Amateur Radio operator, having FUN being on the air, and helping your community in times of need, please contact your local ARES Emergency Coordinator (EC) to find out about the next Amateur Radio Basic Study Course. 


 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


As the Ottawa ARES District Emergency Co-coordinator (DEC), I oversee the ARES groups’ activities in the Cities of Ottawa, Cornwall, Counties of Renfrew, of Prescott-Russell, of Stormont Dundas & Glengarry, and work with each group’s emergency Co-coordinator.  I also liaise directly with the local EMO Community Officer, and I submit monthly reports to - ARES Ontario - and to the EMO C/O.   


- ARES Ontario - is in the EMO Emergency Plan.


 


I would be happy to liaise directly with any interested CEMCs and submit my monthly ARES District report.





Communications for Public Events





ARES can provide communications in support of community events such as parades, walk-a-thons, bike-a-thons or any large event, utilizing portable radios and experienced operators. There is never any charge for this public service.  This provides supplemental training for ARES members. 





Consult with your local ARES Emergency Coordinator to discuss your event, and determine your radio communications communicationss need. 








Radio Amateurs within Prescott-Russell





All Amateur Radio Operators are invited to register with the Prescott-Russell ARES Group (PR-ARES).  There are no dues. 





Although ARES operators do not require RAC membership, it is encouraged. Minimum requirements are a Basic license and a strong willingness to help during emergencies. ARES provides training in emergency communications, local and distant formal traffic handling, and net procedures.  We stage exercises such as Field Day and conduct Simulated Emergency Test (SET). 





To volunteer and register, contact your local ARES Emergency Co-ordinator (EC), or contact Radio Amateurs of Canada.











Becoming a Licensed Amateur Radio Operator





Young or old, commuter or shut-in, YOU TOO can become an Amateur (HAM) Radio oOperator.  Amateur radio is for anyone who would like to operate radio equipment, at home, in your vehicle or use a handy talkie.  





We invite you to join us in our radio communications hobby to have FUN, make new friends, conduct radio experiments, and provide communications for community events.  





Through ARES, you can also help your community in times of emergency or disaster by providing emergency radio communication.





Call your local ARES Emergency Co-ordinator now, and learn how YOU can attain your basic amateur radio license and begin operating amateur radio equipment and be... 'ON THE AIR' ...











